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Sadeghi, who wrote his dissertation in Paris, has “imported” Gilbert
Lazard’s linguistic approach to Iran in the best sense of the word, and he
has further developed it: an empirically based typological approach that
is not biased by any theoretical or methodological framework, and that
investigates both New Persian and West Iranian dialects from the original
sources, and at the highest academic level.

Any future study of the historical and modern grammar(s) of Persian
will have to take into account Sadeghi’s works. Although he publishes also
in French and English, it is a pity that so many of Sadeghi’s important
works, composed in Persian, are less accessible to the international
linguistic community, who do not read Persian. Is it possible here to call
for a remedy to this deplorable fact? Namely, for a translation into English,

and publication, of a selection of his major articles?
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Ali Ashraf Sadeghi

Ludwig Paul

I met Prof. Ali Ashraf Sadeghi for the first time when I spent the academic
year of 1988/89 in Tehran, studying Persian at the Dehkhoda Institute
and attending classes at Tehran University with Ahmad Tafazzoli, Zhale
Amuzgar and Ali Ashraf Sadeghi. I remember Sadeghi’s class on the
Grammar of modern Persian very well: he combined an empirical and
typological approach with an open-minded way of teaching, asking the
students to find out rules of their native language of which they were
not aware. As a young student, I could not yet realize that Sadeghi was
about to become, or was already, one of the towering scholars of Persian
grammar, in all its varieties and aspects.

Sadeghi had published an impressive number of important works
already at that time, and he would add many more in the years to come.
Besides his important book on the evolution of New Persian (1357/1978),
among his earlier works, I would just like to mention his article about the
change of an/am to un/um in modern spoken Persian (1363/1984). As a
historical linguist, Sadeghi always shows full philological mastership of all
the texts from which he draws linguistic information, be it classical poetry,
epics, or tafsirs.

Another important field to which Sadeghi contributed (and continues
to contribute) a lot, is West Iranian dialectology. Sadeghi does not only
work on modern living dialects (e.g. his book on the dialect of Qom,
1380/2001), he also has important studies on historical dialect poetry
(Fahlaviyat, e.g. those of Sheikh Safi od-Din, 1382/2003), and on the
many dialect words that are spread over, and hidden in, classical Persian

literary works.
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Recipients and Dates of the Awards

1. 1989 Dec. 19 Nazir Ahmad India: Aligarh University

2.1990 Dec. 19  Gholamhossein Yousefi Iran: Ferdowsi University (Mashhad)
3.1990 Oct. 23 Amin Abdolmajid Badawi  Egypt: Ein al-Shams University (Cairo)
4.1991 Dec. 19  Mohammad Dabirsiyaghi  Iran: Dehkhoda Institute (Tehran)
5.1991 Dec. 19 Zohuruddin Ahmad Pakistan: Punjab University

6. 1998 May 2 Zhang Hong-nein China: Peking University

7.1997 Mar. 13 Kamaluddin Aini Tajikistan: Tajikistan Academy of Science
8.2001 Mar. 1 Manuchehr Sotoudeh Iran: Tehran University

9

. 2001 Oct. 6 Clifford Edmund Bosworth England: Manchester University
10. 2003 Sep. 15  Abdolhossein Zarrinkoub  Iran: Tehran University

11.2003 Sep. 15 Feteydoun Moshiri Iran: Prominent Persian poet
12.2003 Nov. 22 Tsuneo Kuroyanagi Japan: Tokyo University

13. 2004 June 22 Richard Nelson Frye United States: Harvard University
14. 2006 May 31 Hans de Bruijn Holland: University of Leiden

15. 2006 Dec. 19 Najib Mayel Heravi Afghanistan: Researcher and editor
16. 2007 June 20  Charles-Henti de Fouchecour France: University of Paris ITI

17. 2008 Dec. 28 Badrozzaman Ghatib Iran: Tehran University

18.2010 June 10 Bert G. Fragner Austria: Institiit fur Iranistik (Wien)
19.2011 May 12 Ahmad Monzavi Iran: Cataloguer

20.2011 Dec.3 Angelo Michele Piemontese Italy: University of Rome

21.2013 Dec. 19 Ahmad Eghtedari Iran: Scholar

22.2014 Dec. 19 Mohammad Ali Movahhed Iran: Scholar

23.2016 Oct. 1 Amir Houshang Ebtehaj (Sayeh) Iran: Prominent Persian poet
24.2017 July 4  Gilbert Lazard France: University of Paris ITI
25.2018 June 19  Ali Ashraf Sadeghi Iran: Tehran University



Provisions Concerning Literary and Historical Awards

Article 34 of the first endowment document

Should there be a considerable increase in the income of the Foundation, the endower
or the endowment’s board of trustees may use some of the funds as prizes to encourage
scholars, researchers, authors, and poets in their works — particularly those who have
published their works in the journal, Ayandeh. Devoting part of the income of the
foundation to award such authors and poets who take part in, and succeed in literary
competitions encourages them to compose works of a nationalist and social character.
Management of such affairs is the responsibility of the endower during his lifetime. He
will carry out this duty in consultation with experts of his acquaintance. Following his
death, this task is assigned to a panel of six of which two thirds may be member of the
board of trustees of the endowment, and one third may be members of the editorial
board of the Ayandeh publishing firm, or alternatively, may be chosen from among

individuals who are selected by these two entities.

Article 5 of the fifth endowment document

Due to the dissolution of the Ayandeh publishing firm, all the rights and duties that
were assigned to it with respect to the dispersing of awards in article 34 of the first
endowment document (dated Dey 1337/ January 1959), are hereby transferred to the
endower and to the board of trustees, who may rely on the advice of experts in the

field.

Endower’s note

Awards: Awards that are administered by this endowment are, like its other affairs,
geared to its primary goal of promoting national unity through support of the Persian
language. In other words, books, treatises, articles, and poems that may be composed
with this goal in mind, be they in Persian or in other languages, and be they authored
by Iranians or other nationals, in Iran or abroad, qualify for nomination. A set of rules
and regulations should be prepared for this purpose. I briefly list the principles features

of these rules ... .

Dr. Mahmoud Afshar
Gras, 4 August 1978
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